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F INeL'

1. Name
historic The Lassen Hotel

andtor common The Lake of the Red Cedars l4user^rn

2. Location
street & number 7808 til'- 138th Place

- 
not for publicatlon

city, town Cedar Lake
- 

vicinity of congressional district 2nd

state Indiana code 0lB Lake 089

3. Glassification
Category Ownership

- 
district X PublicX ouiloing(s) 

- 
private

- 
structure 

- 
both

- 
site Public Acquisition

- 
object 

- 
in process
being considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

X work in progress
Accessible

--)r yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

X ruseut

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Town of Cedan lake

street & number 7808 hl. 1 38th Pl ace

clty, town Cedar Lake
- 

vicinity ol I ndi ana

5, Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registryof deeds, etc. Lake COUnty COUTIhOUSe

street& number 2293 North tlain Street

city, town Crown Point state I ndi ana

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title NOne has this property been determined elegible? 

- 
yes X no

- 
federal 

- 
state _ county _ local

depository lor survey records

city, torvn state



7. Description
Gondition Check one

- 
excellent 

- 
deteriorated X unaltered

- 
good 

- 
ruins 

- 
altered E.

X fair 
- 

unexposed

Gheck one
X orioinal site

Wl ngmo'veO date I q20

Dercribe the presenl and original lil knownf physical appearance

The Lassen Hotel is a T-shaped structure, sr'tuated on the east shore of Cedar Lake. The

east-west wing is the older'sectton, whrtch was moved across the lake in .|920 to its present
location. The north*south wing was constructed at that time.

The two-story frame, clapboarded building rests on a partial baiement of poured concnete.
The walls are punctuated'by l3l windows, most of them doublehung. There are six doors,
four on the grbund floor, and two on the second floor reached by wooden steps. - The one-
story verand;, perfect for viewing the lake, wraps around the south and west sidesof the
nort-h-south wrrng, its hipped roof supported by large squane posts. Thq porch railing,
where it exfsts, fs stmpiy constructed of horizonta'l and vertical boat ds.

T.he roof of.,the b.ut'lding.is hipped, with exposed rafter ends under the eaves.,It is pres-
ent'ly covered with asphalt shing'les.

The main entrance is off the yeranda.onthe west stde. The srlngle door is flanked by side-
lights, and opens into the 1obhy. tnside the'loEby r's a.large t!.t ftirepJace' the only
heit source eyer to exrtst in thl bur-ldtng. A sturdy star'rway with walnut handrai'ls leads
from here to the upper floor.

Throughout the enti.re hotel , roorns and hallways are'lath and plaster. Pl-umbing was

tnstiitea tn lg2grwith a tiain for every two b6droqns in the new ytng, and wash-bowls in
.u.ry room in th6'older wing. No senreis ec<tsted at Cedar Lake theqso chemical toilets
were used

The hotel did:not have dining or kitchen facilittes, stince all:food was seryed at the
dance hall on the lake.



8; Significance
Period

-- 
prehistoric

_ 14011499
_ 15011599
_ 1600-1699

v 170(F1799

^ 1800-1899
X rgoo-

Arees of Significanc*Check and justify below

- 
archeology-prehistoric 

- 
community planning .- landscape architecture- religion

- 
archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science

- 
egriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture_ architecture _ education _ military _ soclal/_ art _ engineering 

-_ 
music humanitarianX corrn"r". 

- 
exploration/setilentent _ philosophy _ theater

- 
communications 

- 
industry 

- 
politics/government 

- 
transportation_ invention 

-- other (specify)

Specilic dates I aoq I orn Buiktar Aratrilaar,.,r5. 1920 BuilderiArchitect

Statement ol Significance {in or" 
""r."The Lassen Hotel rl-s si.gnlficant for its'association with the height of the resort era inCedar Lake. [t r]s one of oniy two remaining hotels in the irea,-and the only-survivor ofthis'era on lake frontage.

cedar Lake knew rlts.period.of greatest prosperi.ty as_a surmer lake resort during the firstquarter of this century.', Located only'f9rly miies fror,r the cfiicago-i;il ;i;g the MononRailrsad, the resort tlas withi'n easJ rLach o? famiites wiirring'to escape the city heat. Af-fluent chtcago families would spend-the entire week theie, th6 husuanJi-conr-ruling down onthe weekends.

The Thomas: Lassen fantly afri.ved tn cedar Lake near the turn of the century. In lg04 chris,Haffy, and Tfrornas Lassen, Jr. Eurllt a dance hl], whi;h iiuir.a to be Indiina,s largest on-the-water dance pavtli'on. The popu'lar dance half_arew t.rg...o"ds, and wii rater expandedto i'nclude a buffet and a salooir,'which we"e on the shore 6ut-.onnected. In about 1914, akr'tchen and di'ning rootu were add6d. 
vv""veess' r" q!

hlhen the Lassengdecl*ded to butld a hotel, there l,/ere fourteen other hotels in operation atcedar Lake. rn ]!?9 t!"y purchased an oid hotet, thai h;;-be.; buitt on the west side ofthe lake in the.lB90s pvrlhe Armour brsthers oi itriiugo r.utlpuclfng-time,"to"toure workersenployed in thei.r'tce Eilstlness. lforking during the wTnte" ronlnt, many of the workers werebrought frorn chfclgo to chop fce fron tie i"si6n lake to oe uieu in themeat-packingindustry.With the advent of modern rbfrfgeratton, however, the hotel was abandoned by Armour and sold
!0.!8g Lassensn who tswed it acioss the'frozJn-iiLe to irre r.ri.rn shore in 1920. Thatbui'lding was sttuated t'n an east-west direction, and soon thereafter u no.i6-iouth wing wasadded' urith a long veranda on the south ana weif staes-ialirg-thl lake. chris-iassen operatedthe Dewey boat 1 ]'ne, whltch carried thousands Ji vacationers-from the Monon depot on thewestern shorer across the rake to the 65-roun hoter "v'v" vEPt/

The.increasing popularfty of the automobile eventually made overnight accormodations lessneeded'hory"-v-ql, and the-stlnrner hotel business began io fade. rne"Gr.;i-D$;lsion made iteven nore dtlfficult for the resort to survive. rn tne late 1930s the ;;fi;iti tried toattract vtsttors wtth sporttng events, mostly boxr'nj ino-wresiiing matches held in the formerLassen garage.

In !r'9.91r1y 1940s the dance hall nas closed and torn down because of its structuralinstabr'ltY, and iln .|944 
Chris Lassen sold his comptex io tn.-cuiumet District EvangelisticAssociation of chrtstian churches. The faciliiv was used as a summer camp for 32 years. In1977 the property ms taken over by the Town oicedar Lake. ir,e hotet wiit oe useo by theCedar Lake Htstoirlcal Assoctatrlon as a museurn.



9. Major Bibliographical References
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2. "Cedar Lake Historians plan tour,
(Cont....)
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cleanup, ice cream social", Gary Post, (July 2, 1g7g).

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Approximately one acre
Quadrangle n"*" Lowel l , I nd '
UMT References

Alt,ol l+lo'ql

Quadrangle scale I :24000
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YBrbal boun{ary. deIne properEy 'rs B6["llL"B]oiEA$tj'fl1?3 on the west; west r38th Avenue on the south; on the
east by a line drawn parallel to and twenty feet from the eastern-most wall of the hotel;
on the north by a'line drawn paral1el to and twenty feet from the northernmost wall.
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I l. Form Prepared By
name/title Beatrice Horner

organization Cedar Lake Historical AssOciation date Ap"il, l9g0

street & number 7808 }l. I 38th pl ace telephone 374-7000

city or town Cedar Lake state Indi ana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- 
national

-- 
state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Oflicer lor the National Historic Preservation Act ol 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property lor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
. K] oenour

titre Indiana State Historic Presen[ation 0fficer date 5-20-8.|
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3. "Cedar Lake Town Board reveale complex plans", Cedar Lake Journal, (JuLy 22,
Le76)

4. "Historical Association plans Lassen Hotel Tours", Poet Tribune, (l{ny 24, I979)

5. "Historlcal unit sees slide show", Garv Post, (llay 7, L979)

6. Even article, @, (October, 1935)

7. Beatrice Ewer Horner, "Adventure begins on Lakers Eust Shore", Cedar Lake
Register, (1.'!arch 2, I977), p.2.

, Cedar Lake Historv Center, L924, vol. VI.

, "Hey Day of Cedar Lakef s iastern Shores", @,
(Novenber 20, 1974),

"Hotels", Cedar Lake Historv Center, Vol. VI.

,''RideBackinTimeoniloncn'',@,(November21,

Continration street

r977).

12. , "The Uld Moncn Park", CeCar Lake Journal, (January 9, 1975).

13. Debbie }litche1l, "llotel Part of Freserving ?ast", The Times'

14. "i'eter Surprise, French Fur Trader - i-lis Indlana l.Iife", Paisley Cedar Lake
LIi c.t nrr, ,-o.tef , VOI . I .

15. Helen Snedden "ToL'n Complex Brings Xenories of Cedar LakeIs Historie R.esort
Ilays", Post Tribune, (JrrIy 28, 1977).
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